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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is In response to applicant's amendment filed on March 24, 
2006. All prior rejections and objections are withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding independent claims 1 and 15, Thompson (U.S. Pat. No. 6,071,274) 
discloses the claimed device except for: wherein the active electrode has a surface area 
sufficiently smaller than the return electrode. Thompson discloses bipolar electrodes 28 
that are the same size. McGee (U.S. Pat. No. 5,637,090) discloses a looped probe with 
a larger electrode set E1-E4 and a smaller electrode set e1-e4 (Fig. 4). McGee, 
however, discloses that the smaller electrodes e1-e4 are used specifically for mapping 
and not for ablation (col. 4, In. 55-63). The device only operates in bipolar mode 
between the larger electrodes E1-E4 of the same size (col. 9, In. 40-43). Therefore, the 
prior art does not disclose or suggest a looped snare, wherein the active electrode has 
a surface area sufficiently smaller than the return electrode. 
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Regarding independent claim 9, the prior art does not disclose or suggest a 
snare with a retention element that is first unattached and then secured to the introducer 
to form the looped configuration. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

US 5637090 A USPAT McGee; David L et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alex B. Toy whose telephone number is (571) 272-1953. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda CM. Dvorak can be reached on (571) 272-4764. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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